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1t’s not too late to beat the summer rush

If you're free to travel in term time, there are still plenty of options left for a sunshine fix outside peak season. Laura Fowler picks 20 of the best

Last August, on a delayed, oversold, cacophonous
Aight home from a family holiday in Spain, we waited
on the ranway for a take-off slot. Babies cried, chil-
dren kicked the seat in front, and the few adults
without children fel liged to make conversation
A woman in the row behind me asked her neigh-
bours if they had enjo; heir holiday. Well, said the
lady, the hotel was lovely, you couldn’t fault it, except
it was full of screaming kids, You couldn't get near
the pool, and the buffet was bedlam. She and Alan
couldn't understand why on earth the hotel didn’t

han children from the restaurant in the evening.

What I can't understand, I thought irritably as
I asked my son again to stop scraping the window
blind up and down, is why on earth anybody would
choose to go to Spain during the school holidays
unless they absolutely had to.

August in Europe is hellishly busy, b 1y
expensive, and hellishly hot, There are 10 million
school children in Britain alone; and 76 million of
them in the EU. All those families, trying to bag
the same flights, the same hotels, the same sun-
loungers on the same beaches and all in the same
beloved honeypots.
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People who don’t have children to go on holiday
with, or who don’t teach in schools or colleges, have
the luxury of choice regarding when and where to
take their summer break - so why choose August and
late July? Not anly are prices lower and destinations
quicter outside the school summer holidays, but
June and September are better weather-wise, too.

June in the Mediterranean is heaven. It’s a time
when summer is still fresh in the air, the days are
warm but not too hot, and the evenings long and light.
Sun spangles the bright water: a rush of jasmine
and orange blossom scents piazzas, sweet and soapy.

Now is the time for the quiet roads and pristine
beaches, the pick of restaurant tables and hotel
rooms, and flight tickets at a fraction of the price they
reach in high season. There is a feeling of optimism
and excitement in the air. You are the early birds.
hing is gearing up for the season; it is the calm
before the storm, the exclusive preview before the
party really gets started and the masses descend.

So if this is you: go, quick, and have your pick.
Before 76 million school children get there first.
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Mallorealike you oughta spent summers there, s did Chagall

there an island more beguilingly
beautiful, more quintessentially Med-
iterranean, more popular in late July
and August than Mallorca? But June is
her finest hour, when the landscapes
vibrate with life and colour under
clear skies, mountainsides vivid in
areen, trees pendulous with sweet,
ripe fruits; and then there is the res-
ounding blue of the sea. There is life,
100, in the hill towns and beach restau-
rants - but, at this time, not too' much.

You can get great deals on villas
with pools outside the school holi-
days, whether you are travelling as
a couple or with friends. Son March
Petite, In the countryside outside Pol-
lensa old town, is new for 2023, sostill
has availability throughout June and
early July, from £1,998 a week (sleeps
five; August price: £3,224) with Vin-
tage Travel (01954 261431; vintage
travel.couk). Oliver's Travels collec-
tion {0333 888 0205; oliverstravels.
com) inchudes the cute two-hedroom
Finca Lledons, from £2 204 a week in
June (August price: £3,847).

Brava bravo

and Matisse in pretty Tossa de Mar.

In S'Agaro, the 1930s Hostal de la
Gavina (lagavina.com) is a classy old
dame - statues and colonnades around
the pool, tennis club, spa, antique four-
puoster beds, dressing for dinner in the
white-tableclothed restaurant helmed
by a Michelin star-winning chef. As well
a5 Dali, past guests have included Eliza-
beth Taylor and Sean Connery. Rirker
(020 7593 2288; kirkerholidays.com)
offers a week’s holiday there from
£2,149pp (August price: £2,585), B&B,
including flights and car hire. Go from
September 18 and you'll pay just £1.765.

Balearic beach

Menorea is the in-betweener of the
Balearie Islands. It’s not the party one,
thearty one, or the little bohemian one;
but Menorca wins when it comes to
laid-back beach holidays. Its coves are
the kind with pale, fine sand and opales-
cent shallows, backed with pine trees
and invariably a beach har serving sar-
dines under a palm-thatched parasal -
wildly popular with families in July and.
August, sheer bliss in June, Its most
grown-up places to stay are the fincas-

Asense of old-school ide eleg;

triumphs over mass tourism on the
Costa Brava, that stretch of coast
between Barcelona and France. Its
long, sandy beaches are more popular
with Spanish and French holidaymak-
ers than Britons and its cobbled sea-
side towns are packed with Spanish
flavour and art heritage: Dali had a
house in Cadaques - Picasso and Mird

turned-bantique hatels popping up in
its rural hinterland, though in Menorea,
¥ou are never far from the sea.

Spanish hotelier extraordinaire Pablo
Carrington has created Menorca's most
splendidsanctuaryin Torralbenc (00 34
971 377211; torralbenc.com), a restored
finca crowned with pink bougaimvillea
and beautiful interiors, set in 70 acres of
farmland; superior rooms cost from
£482, B&B, in June (August price: £720).

» Star appeal: Elizabeth Taylor and Sean Connery both stayed at the Hostal de la Gavina
 Take the reins: enjoy a leisurely horsehack tour through the vineyards of Torralhene
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The island’s your oyster

The lle de Ré is France's finest holiday
island, encircled by sandy heaches,
crisscrossed with cycle paths and
dotted with oyster shacks where the
delicacies are served with a crisp
white wine. Villages of stone houses
with green or blue shutters are post-
card-pretty and the preferred mode of
transport is the bicycle or sailing boat.
Le tout Paris saunters down here in
August, soget there early to baga villa
and a harbourside table at sundown.
Oliver’s Travels (0333 888 0205;
oliverstravels.com) has availability for
Maison Yasmina, sleeping five, with its
cool interior and charming courtyard;
nopool, but the beach is nearby. From
£3420 inJune (August price: £5,536).

Ayayin Provence

Provence is dreamy at any time of the
vear, and dreamiest of all in June. It is
sunny and warm, the painterly land-
scapes bloom with lavender and sun-
flowers, villages thrum with food and
flea markets, and traditional festivals are
also thrown at the end of the month.
This is fertile ground for superstar
hotels. old and new - the kind of
glamour that doesn’t come cheap, but
which is rather less cher outside late
July and August.

Doubles at the five-star golf and spa
hotel Terre Blanche, in Var (00 33 4 94
30 90 00; terve-blanche.com), cost from
£678 in June (August price: £1,000). If
you would rather travel in September,
nightly rates are cheaper still: £527.
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A In full bloom: shopping for sunflowers on market day ina Provengal town

Anoasisinthe Algarve

The Algarve was purpose-built for Brits
abroad and is best avoided in high
summer, when temperatures are
uncomfortably high and tabernas
uncomfortably rowdy. Between the
crowds and the concrete, however, can
befound a few elegant sanctuaries, most
appealing before the hordes descend.

One such place is the Pine Cliffs
Resort (pinecliffs.com). This manicured
enclave of villas and three hotels also
Includes a golf course and a serious spa,
set above a sandy beach. Scott Dunn
(020 8682 5080; scottdunn.com) can
arrange a week's holiday from £4,500

er couple in June {August price:
£7500), inclading seven nights’ B&Bin
a two-bedroom residence, flights and
private transfers. In September, this
drops to £4,250.
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A The Pine Cliffs Resort, in the Algarve
« The luxurious Villa Varzea, in Comporta

Rules of Comporta

Portugal’s quietly chic beach towns of
Comporta and neighbouring Melides
are still a bit of an insider secret and
relatively undiscovered by Britons.
There are only a handful of hotels -
a villa holiday is the thing here, which
can be super-pricey in August, hut
better value inJune and early July.
The Luxury Travel Book (020 7586
5342; theluxurytravelbook.com) offers
the contemporary, four-bedroom Villa
Varzea, which has a lavender-fringed
pool, and a track leading through wil-
derness directly to the beach. From
£4,780 a week in June, sleeping eight
{August price: £6,950).

THE DATES
TOAVOID
IN 2023

Every school’s holiday
f

everyone is off at the
same time, between
mid Julyand the end of
August.

Most state schools in
England and Wales
break up this year
hetween July 20 and
25, and they go back o
ool between August
and September 5.
Fee-paying schoals get
longer breaks, from as
earlv as June 30 until as
late as September 6.

Scotland’s schaol
holidays kick off
earlier this vear - from
Thursday June and
they're back to school
by mid August.

Meanwhile in Ttaly,

schoolchildren get
three months off fmid
June until mid
September); Kids in
Spain are off from
aroundJune 20 until
September 7 this year:
while France and
Greece tend to get all of
July and August off
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